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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 3 193 
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TAGS: PGOV, SHUM, PINT, ES 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MOLINA GIVES GOES VERSION OF JULY 30 STUDENT 
CONFRONTATION 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 3120, AND PREVIOUS 

1. 1 CALLED ON PRESIDENT MOLINA ON AUGUST 1 1 TO THANK HIM 
PERSONALLY FOR THE GOES' KINDNESS IN PROVIDING AN AIRPLANE 
TO EMERGENCY EVACUATE MY DAUGHTER TO THE UNITED STATES 
LAST WEEK. HE RECEIVED ME ACCOMPANIED BY MOD ROMERO AND 
CONOPLAN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR VIETEZ. AFTER ACCEPTING MY THANKS, 
THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT WE WOULD SEE EACH OTHER THE FOLLOWING 
DAY WHEN HE BRIEFED THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ON WHAT HAD ACTUALLY 
TAKEN PLACE ON JULY 30 WHEN A STUDENT PROTEST MARCH ENDED IN 
TRAGEDY. THE PRESIDENT EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS VERY CONCERNED 
THAT THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS HAD CONTAINED INACCURACIES AND 
EXAGGERATIONS OF THE INCIDENT WHICH, IF LEFT UNCHALLENGED, WOULD 
GIVE AN ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD OF THE 
SITUATION IN EL SALVADOR. HE HAD DECIDED TO PRESENT THE FACTS 
TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ON AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 12. WHEN I 
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EXPLAINED TO PRESIDENT MOLINA THAT I WOULD BE LEAVING FOR THE 
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UNITED STATES THAT DAY AND WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND PERSONALLY 
(BUT WOULD SEND THE CHARGE IN MY PLACE), HE PROCEEDED TO GIVE ME 
A RESUME OF WHAT HE INTENDED TO TELL MY COLLEAGUES. 

2. THE PRESIDENT S EXPLANATION OF THE MARCH AND HIS GOVERNMENT S 
ACTIONS WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME, THOUGH IN GREATER DETAIL, AS 
WHAT HE PRESENTED TO THE NATION ON AUGUST 1 (SAN SALVADOR 3079). 

HE REITERATED HIS BELIEF THAT HIS REGIME WAS THE TARGET OF A 
COMMUNIST PLOT, AIDED AND ABETTED BY EXTREMISTS IN OTHER POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION PARTIES AND THEIR ADJUNCTS IN THE CHURCH, LABOR AND 
EDUCATION. HE SAID THAT ONE OF THE REASONS THE COMMUNISTS DECIDED 
TO INCITE VIOLENCE AT THIS TIME WAS THEIR CHAGRIN AND FRUSTRATION 
AT WITNESSING SEVERAL RECENT MANIFESTATIONS OF MASSIVE POPULAR 
SUPPORT FOR HIS REGIME, SPECIFICALLY A JULY 1 PARADE OF TENS OF 
THOUSANDS HAILING HIS AGRARIAN TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM. HE ALSO 
CITED THE COMMUNISTS’ AND THEIR ALLIES' UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS TO 
UPSET THE RECENT MISS UNIVERSE PAGEANT AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE 
OPPOSITION'S INABILITY TO GENERATE SUPPORT FOR THEIR DISRUPTIVE 
TACTICS. 

3. MOD ROMERO FILLED IN THE DETAILS OF THE MARCH ITSELF. THE ONLY 
NEW POINTS WERE: (1) THE MARCHERS WERE PRECEDED BY CARLOADS OF 
ARMED ' LOOKOUTS" WHOSE FUNCTION WAS APPARENTLY TO PROTECT THE 
DEMONSTRATORS. WHEN THESE SCOUTS ENCOUNTERED THE SECURITY 
FORCES, THEY DISPERSED FROMTHE CARS AND TOOK UP POSITIONS FROM 
WHICH THEY EVENTUALLY LAUNCHED MOLOTOV COCKTAILS AND OPENED FIRE 
ON THE TROOPS. (2) THE MARCH WAS COMPOSED OF VARIOUS SECTORS, 

THE LAST OF WHICH INCLUDED MANY WIELDING WOODEN CLUBS, SOME 
STUDDED WITH NAILS. (3) THE SECURITY FORCES WERE UNDER SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS NOT TO SHOOT. THEY HAD REMOVED THEIR AMMO CLIPS 
FROM THEIR WAAPONS. NO ORDER WAS GIVEN TO OPEN FIRE. THE TROOPS 
ONLY RESPONDED WHEN THEY WERE PLACED UNDER FIRE BY THE MARCHERS, 
AND ONLY AFTER FIRST FIRING A WARNING IN THE AIR. 

4. PRESIDENT MOLINA AND ROMERO BOTH SAID THAT THEY DEEPLY REGRET 
THAT BLOOD WAS SPILLED. MOLINA BELIEVES THAT THE COUNTRY IS 
TAKING THE UNFORTNATE INCIDENT IN STRIDE, BUT THAT HE IS WORRIED 
ABOUT THE IMAGE PROBLEMS THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED INACCURATE NEWS 
MIGHT PRODUCE ABROAD. HE SUMMED UP THE EVENT BY SAYING THAT HE 
BELIEVES THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN (FOR THE ELECTIONS OF MARCH 1976) 
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HAD ALREADY BEEN STARTED BY THE OPPOSITION. HE SAID THAT THE 
EXTREMISTS OF HIS POLITICAL OPPOSITION. COMMUNISTS AND THEIR 
COMRADES. HAVE DECIDED THAT ONLY AGITATION AND VIOLENCE CAN 
ADVANCE THEIR CAUSE. 

5. COMMENT: THE PRESIDENT DID NOT GO INTO THE DETAILS OF NUMBERS 
DEAD, WOUNDED OR DETAINED (THE OFFICIAL FIGURE IS STILL ONE DEAD). 
NEITHER DID HE MENTION, AS HE DID IN SUCH DETAIL IN HIS AUGUST 1 
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PRESS CONFERENCE, THE PURPORTED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE EXTREMIST AGITATORS/OPPOSITIONISTS. 
CAMPBELL 
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